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One of the main components of the common-law system is the adversarial process. 
Unlike the civil law system, which is marked by cooperation among the participants, in a 
common-law system the legal actors battle it out. The judge is not an active participant in 
the dispute but instead is more like a referee at a boxing match. Meanwhile, both the 
prosecutor and the defense attorney do their best to try to win. Most students are very 
familiar with this adversarial process from the movies and television shows that feature 
dramatic questioning of witnesses, nail-biting cross-examinations, and dazzling closing 

Pointless Figure 9.2 �A Quick Reference to Types of Law That in No Way Gets You Out of Reading This Chapter 
Because We Left Stuff Out Here

Public Law Private Law
•• Concerns the relationships involving 

the government and individuals or 
organizations

•• Concerns relations among private 
individuals and private organizations

•• Civil Law: Governs relation between 
private parties

Religious Law

•• Common Law: Governs based on 
custom and precedent

•• Governs behavior based on religious 
tenets, like Islam’s sharia

•• Criminal Law: Defines specific crimes 
and details the punishments for 
offenses

•• Elements of religious law may be found 
in both public and private law

Natural Law
•• Governs based on the belief in a 

higher law that originates with God or 
nature

•• Elements of natural law may be found 
in both public and private law

Other Law
•• Concerns all the things we left out of 

this figure




